Welcome Students and Families!
Never stop exploring who you are, your interests, passions, the world, or where life can lead you.

We are so very excited to have you all join our school community for the 2022-2023 school
year! This month we have some events to announce, new teachers and staff to introduce,
and our hopes for the school year.

Announcements
-

Open house for all students and Families August 30th: 5:30-7:00 p.m.
New Family Orientation: August 30th @6:00pm

-

First day of school: September 6th, 2022 Start time: 7:45 am - 3:00pm

-

Friday School September 9th

-

No School: September 16th, 23rd and 30th

-

Board Meeting: September 20th, 2022 @ 5:30

-

Conferences: September 28th and 29th

New Staff Introductions
Anna Miller-Sherman(She/They): Dean of Students
Hey y'all! I am so very excited to be joining you at
Northwest passage. I am a former theater teacher who
went back to school to get her Administrative K-12
Principal License which I completed this summer. I
believe that listening to student voices, building solid and
respectful relationships, listening to students, teachers,
parents and our community, and creating a safe space for
students, allows students to become the best they can be
and feel supported at school and in our society. My focus
as educator, leader, and your school dean is to create safe
spaces for students so that they are able to ﬁnd their true
authentic selves and can thrive. Please know that I will be
reaching out to you all
and excited to get to know you!
Drew Klitzke (He/Him): Advisor- ELA
Drew is a licensed ELA teacher with experience
in theater arts, graphic arts, and creative
writing. In his free time, Drew loves reading,
writing, listening to new music, and talking to
his cat, Nibs. Drew simply can’t wait to begin his
ﬁrst year teaching at Northwest Passage.

Naomi Kuplic (she/her): Advisor- Social Studies
I am very excited to be working with you this
year!! I will be here as an advisor and teaching
Social Studies. I am licensed in Social Studies
with a minor in history. I have previously taught
Global Studies and supported Math and ELA
classes. I graduated from Saint Cloud State
University and currently reside in the Anoka
area. When I am not at school, you can ﬁnd me
spending time with my Fiancé, taking care of my
plants, being outside, playing games, traveling
and exploring new places, or catching up on
television shows.
Please reach out if you ever have any questions
or concerns please reach out to me!

Ella Rausch (she/her): Advisor Communication Arts & Literature
I started my career as an educator in 2017 at
Northwest Passage as a paraprofessional while
attending Hamline University to secure my
teaching license and complete a thesis on
place-based learning. I love tapping into
students' personal interests to bring out their
true reading and writing potential in
cross-curricular projects! On my days off you
can ﬁnd me hiking with my dogs, identifying
plants, searching for cool rocks, playing card
games, thrift shopping, and devouring library
books in one sitting.

New Staff Roles
Brandi Saba (she/her), Ofﬁce Manager

expeditions it offers.

Hi Families and Students,
Some of you know me in my previous role as a
Paraprofessional this past year in the headwaters
Program. I have 20 plus years of administration
experience. In my free time I love Hiking and
Camping and being on our Pontoon as much as
possible in the summer. During winter months I
love reading and watching Horror movies with my
three teenagers and ice ﬁshing with my Husband.
I truly feel Northwest passage is an amazing place
for students to learn with the small class sizes and
the safe space it provides for students to be truly
who they want to be while experiencing real life
hands-on learning through the amazing

Rejeana Hill (she/her): School Registrar
I have been working at Northwest Passage High School
since March of 2017 as a Paraprofessional. This year I have
accepted the role as School Registrar where I am excited
to be using my Bachelors Degree in Business and
Economics as well as my Masters Degree in Science
Management. Outside of school you can ﬁnd me camping
with my two children and husband, ﬁshing, going to the
cabin, swimming and boating with my parents, six siblings
and their families. I also help my sister and brother-in-law
with their beekeeping business where this past August we
extracted 2,500 lbs of honey and in the spring when we
tap trees to make maple syrup. My three Siberian Huskies
keep me on my toes since they require daily three mile
walks. I love working at NWPHS because of the small, close community and am
looking forward to the 2022-23 school year.

Vashti Pearson (She/her): Math Specialist
I am excited to be back at NWPHS for a ninth year, now
specializing in all sorts of math-related opportunities. I
have held various roles here in the past, most recently
as an advisor. My formal training and primary teaching
license is in mathematics (grades 5-12). You will see me
in all buildings and advisories this upcoming year
leading all sorts of fun activities. A large portion of my
focus will be implementing our enhanced math
program to make sure students get and stay on track to
earn required math learning targets and credit. I will be
running groups where students will work to ﬁll in gaps
in their understanding of foundational math concepts,
as well as delve deeper into applications, and prepare
for entrance exams such as the Accuplacer and ACT. I am looking forward to
facilitating opportunities for students to practice applying math to things they care
about and need to know now (and for future success). In addition to all the math
"stuff" you may see me doing fun coding and/or ﬁtness wellness workshops,
recruiting you for sweet expeditions and inviting you to participate in service
learning opportunities to improve our greater community.

Ann McGee (She/her): Lit Specialist
I teach and prepare Lit hour (Literacy), and teach reading
strategies for Project Based Learning and research. I grew
up near Phalen , E. St Paul area. I have loved teaching and
hiking in the Bay area in California for 15 years. That’s where
I started Reading programs for teenagers, with teen books,
alternative ways to learn and teen topics. I adopted older
twins, moved back to Minnesota, and worked as a Mental
Health Practitioner while raising my kids. Somewhere in
there, I got my M.A. in Counseling, Psychology, and
Education. I truly enjoy working with NWPHS students.

A Message from Our Director
Welcome! To all of our new students and families - welcome to the Northwest
Passage High School community! To all of our returning students and families,
welcome back!
The 2022-23 school year promises to be a year of both
change, new opportunities and hope. We are excited to
introduce you to several new staff members, building
updates and reorganization, and a focus on building the
student competencies of Critical Thinking,
Communication, Creativity, Collaboration, Citizenship, and
Career & College Readiness. We also look forward to
providing students with the unique learning opportunities
that makes Northwest Passage High School a nationally
recognized progressive education leader, including a full
slate of overnight learning expeditions and a focus on
student centered project based learning. We will continue
our work as an ambassador site for the Innovative Schools
Network, Edvisions, Minnesota Learner Centered Network
and Teacher Powered Schools. Lastly, we are declaring 2022-23 a Year of Hope. The
opening line of the NWPHS mission statement is “Rekindling of Hope”, and working
with Talent Enthusiasts and the Hope Survey we will be engaging in evidence based
practices to support students in the areas of Autonomy, Engagement, Belongingness,
Hope, Goal Orientation, and Efﬁcacy.
In the coming weeks and months we will be sharing much more information
about all the ways that we will be supporting students academically, socially and
emotionally. Look for monthly newsletters, regular emails, visit our website
nwphs.org and follow us on Facebook for the latest updates and information.
I am truly honored to be entering my 19th year at Northwest Passage High
School and to serve as Director. It is a privilege to be a part of a supportive, caring
and innovative learning community that puts the needs of students ﬁrst. Please feel
free to contact me at 715-641-2254 or at pwieczorek@nwphs.org.
Once again, welcome! Looking forward to a fabulous school year.
Peter Wieczorek (he/him)
Director

Expedition Spotlight

At Northwest Passage High School we believe learning is not conﬁned to a classroom
or textbook. We believe in being curious, asking questions, pursuing passions, and
learning from our experiences, whether from the people and community around us
or on learning expeditions far from home. Expeditions are an opportunity to be
immersed in learning experiences and life lessons that students take with them
beyond high school. Be looking for next month's letter with the list of all the
Expeditions for the year.

Student Innovator of the Month
Are YOU the next innovator? The world wants go-getters. It wants decision makers. It
wants designers, creators and dreamers. Advisors are always looking for the next
innovator of the month. If chosen you will be highlighted here! Looking forward to
seeing all the wonderful work that you create!

